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Merited Tribute fo
A Cultured Woman

Pead the record and vou wili find that, 35 years
ars, a small proup of persons met in the Tiome of
Mary T. Seyinour en New Brilain Avenue, Connects
icut indusiries and farms sent reerttiters 1o South-
ern states and new people, Negroes, were coming
to Connecticut to work. Mary T. Seymour, a Negro
whnSe dedication to the frecdom of the spiril was
mzeﬁtgd by her werk for the E;i}emzmu of the Irish
and the Hindus, was the mainspring of the meeling
prompted by the migration. - From it came the first
Jocal chapter eof the Natignal Association for the

Advancernent of the Colored People,

s Next week those whe admire the good in the
human spirit will pay tribute to Mrs. Seymour. For
in thatr interval of thirty-five vesrs, members of the
race have advanced, socially, scholastically and eco-
nomicallv. ‘Thew are an integrated part of Hartford
fife-and are contributing to the common good. The
program that was set forth thirty-five Tears ago
by Mrs. Seymour Wwas aimed at reducing prejudice
and increasing understanding. The ultimate in these
poalt can probably never he reached. But the stajus
n{ the Nexre as a sccond-class cilizen has changed
dramatically,

"Nearly all hunman progress is the work of A
frw dedicated persens. 1t Is foriunaje that theve
are. men and women wha are willing to look bevord
themaelves and to work for cnds that concern them,
mot narrowly sg individuals, but on lhe wider basis
of human fellowship. Among those who met at 420
New Britain Avenue, thirty-five vears ago, were

Dr. Rockwell Harmon Potter, dean of the Hariford
Seminary Foundation: Dr, James Weldon Johnron,
whea later achieved fame as author and diplomat;
and Dr. W, £, AL Dubeis, thea ediior af Crisiz, who
later won the Spingarn medal for his suistanding
*TViCSe,

But most of all the honor must o 1o this frail
pieneer, thix woman of culture whose mjnd and bieart
went out, not oniy te the oppressed people of her
nwe race, hut to subject people cverywhere, It is
oot for today's generation 1o be ‘reminded of the
work that Mary T, Seymour started in Hartford
35 veurs age. In the ceremonies honoting her next
weel we shall feaen again that good citicenship and
givie respensibility are nof new virtees. For Mary
Keymour and hey husband, too, during his life. wers
active in evervthing that would promoie the public
rood. “Conguering, helding, daring, venturing az go
the unknown ways, Pioneers, O pioncers!”
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